St. Mary’s Mission

4843 Cynthia St. ~ Corpus Christi, TX 78410
Mailing Address (3901 Violet Rd., Corpus Christi, TX 78410)
361-241-3249

December 15, 2013
Third Sunday of Advent
PROMISE FULFILLED
Today’s readings address the faithful one,
the one who waits on God but may not feel
God’s presence. Every person who seeks God
has at one time or another experienced the absence of God. Jesus himself cried our during
his dark night of the soul.
The Epistle of James speaks to this. The
author says that we must be as patient as the
silent, fallow earth that awaits the slow, soaking
rains of winter and the hard necessary rains of
spring. As the farmer is sure of the precious
yield of the land, we can be sure of the precious
yield of our patient waiting. God is never far
away.
The messengers from John the Baptizer
asked Jesus if he was the one whose coming
John had announced. The messengers wanted
to hear the answer that the imprisoned John already knew. Everything that John said was finally happening: because of Jesus, light shines in
eyes; words of promise are received; people
leap and dance.
The promise of Isaiah is fulfilled in Jesus.
Wobbly knees and feeble hands are strong, the
desert blooms, the savanna and steppe flower,
the darkness is chased away.

Mass Schedule

Sunday 9:30 AM

Mission Staff
Sister Susana Renteria, PCI
PASTOR:
PRIESTS:

Msgr. Michael Heras
Msgr. Seamus McGowan
Fr. Patrick Higgins
Fr. Joseph Olikkara
DEACONS: Allen Cicora
Eluterio Farias
Richard Lewinski

Living God’s Word
We can ask God to give us
that joy that the world cannot
give, a joy that is found rooted
in our faith in God, in our
trusting that the God who
raised Jesus up will also
bring us to fullness of life.
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE
WEEK, Dec. 16-22, 2013
Monday
8:00 am
†Janie Gil - Altar & Rosary
Society
Tuesday
8:00 am
Special Intention - Dominican Sisters
Wednesday
6:30 pm †Ernest Hererra - Yolanda Herrera
Thursday
8:00 am
†Beatrize Garcia - Dora Marquez & Fam.
Friday
8:00 am †Reynaldo Anaya - M/M Chapa & Fam.
Saturday
6:00 pm †Javier Tanguma - M/M Raymond Tanguma
COLLECTIVE MASSES
Sunday
8:00 am †Tommy Najvar - Ann Najvar
9:30 am †Victoria Maldonado - Family
10:00 am Bailey Ayers (B-day) - grandparents
12:00 pm People of the Parish
†Clara Rilley - Joseph * Kirga Rilley
†Maria Morin - Family
People of the Parish
†Louis Petru - Grace Chapa
†Melvin Arnold - Doris Deehiman
†Sean Riley - Mary Janocek
6:00 pm †Levinia & Gilberto Cantu - Noemi & Joe
Reynolds

Las Posadas are truly a children’s tradition since it is them who
participate in recreating the complete pilgrimage of Mary and Joseph
in search for lodging.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:

Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a;Ps 25:4-5ab, 6,
7bc-9 Mt 21:23-27
Tuesday
Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4ab, 7-8, 17
M5 1:1-17
Wednesday: Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19;
Mt 1:18-25
Thursday:
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6
ab, 16-17; Lk 1:5-25
Friday:
Is 7: 10-14; Ps 24:1-4ab, 5-6; Lk
1:26-38
Saturday:
Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a;
Ps 33:2-3,
11-12, 20-21; Lk 1:39-45
Sunday:
Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-6; Rom 1:1-7;
Mt 1:18-24
On line

Cityof.com/goodnews

Collection for St. Mary’s Mission
Envelopes……………………………………………….$467.00
Loose……………………………………………………..$ 33.00

Thank You!

Adult participants take turns in hosting the celebration each day. When
all participants arrive at the designated home for the night, they sing the
versos of Las Posadas, and
villancicos typical Christmas carols with hand made instruments like
cans with small stones inside and
corcholatas
which
are
flattened bottle caps passed through a
wire.
Some people go to Mass every night
during these nine days. In the U.S.,
the re enactors go to three homes
until they find lodging at the third
one where they pray, sing and end
the night with a piñata party.

Third Sunday of Advent

Page Three

THE YOUTH GROUP ARE GOING
CAROLING ON December 22 & 23
around St. Mary’s Mission at 5:30
p.m. Everyone is invited to participate and make Christmas
special.

CHRISTMAS MASS

At St. Mary’s Mission,
with Msgr. Heras, will be
9:30 p.m. on Christmas
Eve (December 24). After
Mass there will be a
reception in the hall
and everybody is invited
ADVENT PRAYER FOR WEEK THREE.
to attend.
Light two purple and one rose candle

and pray: Loving God, we believe that
you always listen to us and hear our
prayer. We pray that by the time we
celebrate Christmas, we may be different and better than we are now, living in the spirit of
Christmas, through Christ our Lord and Brother.
Amen. Add your own prayers - a decade of the Rosary, family prayers or Bible readings.
ARCHBISHOP
ROBERTO
GONZALEZ, OFM is celebrating the
25th Anniversary of his Episcopal
Ordination. Since his first assignment as bishop was the Diocese of
Corpus Christi, Bishop Michael
Mulvey invited Archbishop Gonzalez to return to the Diocese of Corpus Christi to celebrate a Mass of
Thanksgiving for his 25 years of service to the church as Bishop. We
invite you to join Archbishop Gonzalez at a Mass of Thanksgiving on
Wednesday, Dec. 18 at 6:30 p.m. in Corpus Christi Cathedral.
Need some extra cookies for
those upcoming Christmas parties
Or Santa? Well the Pax Christi
Sisters are here to give a helping hand with their homemade
cookies and empanadas. Submit
your order on the web site.
www.paxchristisisterscc.org

The Youth Group
Will present a live Nativity on
December 24, 8:00 to 9:15 p.m.
For more information
Call Sister Susana at
947-4601
SACRAMENTS open a window to the blessings of everyday life and help us
claim their deep meaning.
A voice from a fiery bush
warned Moses to take off
his shoes because he stood
on “holy ground.” Your
first steps, your first word, taking your
place a the family table, stirring to new
love, forgiving and being forgiven: all of
this is holy, laden with meaning, full of possibilities. Sacraments are not escape pods
from the realities of the everyday; rather
they invest us ever more deeply in life and
recruit us for the kingdom inaugurated by
Jesus. We take baby steps all our life long.
In the world of sacrament, they are always
directed toward the arms of a loving God,
and always on the common holy ground of
a community’s life.

MOTHER TERESA SHELTER, INC.
CHRISTMAS GIVING
This holiday season, Catholic Charities of Corpus Christi, Inc and the Mother Teresa Shelter, Inc.
invites the community to give the gift that blesses others less fortunate.
With each donation of $10 or more to the Mother Teresa Shelter, a beautiful angel
Christmas card will be mailed to the donor’s honorees to notify them of the tribute
(without specifying the gift amount). For gifts of $25 or more per Christmas card,
a keepsake Christmas tree ornament will also be included. For more information contact:
Sister Rose Paul Madassery, 883-7372

