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Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
It is a situation that plays itself out in more and 
less significant ways: Christians divided.  
  
A CYO basketball game between two neighbor-
ing parishes. Parents of the young players 
scream insults and threats at one another and 
assert their “superiority.” 
  
A Protestant and a Catholic church sit on ad-
joining properties. Each is vigilant about having 
parking violators removed from its own 
“private” parking lot. 
  
An old pastor retires but continues to reside at 
the parish. A new pastor arrives and quickly 
finds his faith “community” choosing sides 
against him. 
  
Saint Paul addresses similar disagreements in 
the early church at Corinth. He encourages the 
church there to make up their differences and to 
be united again in their belief and practice. 
  
Today’s first reading from Isaiah speaks of a 
people weighed down by the yoke of sin and 
darkness. Certainly the bickering and differ-
ences among us can be classified as such. The 
Gospel tells of the beginning ministry of Jesus. 
The Light has come, encouraging us to “repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

Mission Staff 
Sister Susana Renteria, PCI 

 

Living God’s Word 
How will you respond to the invi-
tation this week to pray for the 

unity of Christians? 
Will you allow Paul’s words to en-

lighten you about another  
Christian denomination?  Will  

you attend an event at a  
neighbor’s church? 
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE 
WEEK 

Jan 27 –Feb. 2, 2014  
Monday    
         8:00 am †Paul Henry Lauer - 
Tuesday        Deanna Lauer 
        8:00 pm Benjamin Valdez (B-day) - Blanca Garcia 
Wednesday         
         6:30 pm †Louis Petru - M/M Joe Alaniz 
Thursday 
         8:00 am †Kathy Cicora - Oliver & Shirley Vickery                       
Friday           
          8:00 am †Frances & Charles Mokry -  Ann Najvar        
Saturday 
      8:00 am †Janice Koliba - Sally Reynolds   
      6:00 pm          †John & Elsie Sablatura - Wilma Emshoff  
COLLECTIVE MASSES    
Sunday       
          8:00 am †Marie McCown - Harold & James McCown                                                         
          9:30 am †Mauro Lopez - Mrs. Castillo & Fam.                      
         10:00 am †Johnny Majek - Patsy Majek 
         12:00 pm †Maria Morin - Family 
  †Lisa Hellmann Skees - James & Virginia                                                            
  †Ernest Herrera - M/M Harry Boerm 
  †Earl Nesloney - Rudy & Christine Vanecek 
  †Onesimo Alvarez, Jr. - Shirley & John  
      Tarble 
           6:00  pm People of the Parish 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: 2 Sm 5:1-7, 10; Ps 89:20-22, 25-26;  
 Mk 3:22-30 
Tuesday: 2 Sm 6:12b-15, 17-19; Ps 24:7-10; Mk 3:31-
 35 
Wed: 2 Sm 7:4-17; Ps 89:4-5, 27-30; Mk 4:1-20 
Thursday: 2 Sm 7:18-19, 24-29; Ps 132:1-5, 11-14;  
 Mk 4:21-25 
Friday: 2 Sm 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17; Ps 51:3-7, 10-
 11;  Mk 4:26-34 
Saturday: 2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17; Ps 51:12-17; Mk 4:35-
 41 
Sunday: Mal 3:1-4; Ps 24:7-10; Heb 2:14-18;  
 Lk 2:22-40 [22-32] 
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St. Thomas Aquinas, priest and doctor of the 
Church, patron of all universities and of students. 
His feast day is January 28th. He was born toward 
the end of the year 1226. He was the son of Lan-
dulph, Count of Aquino, who, when St. Thomaswas 
five years old, placed him under the care of the Ben-
edictines of Monte Casino. His teachers were sur-
prised at the progress he made, for he surpassed all 
his fellow pupils in learning as well as in the prac-
tice of virtue. 

When he became of age to choose his state of 
life, St. Thomasrenounced the things of this world 
and resolved to enter the Order of St. Dominic in 
spite of the opposition of his family. In 1243, at the 
age of seventeen, he joined the Dominicans of Na-
ples. Some members of his family resorted to all 
manner of means over a two year period to break 
his constancy.  But all their efforts were in vain 
and St. Thomas persevered in his vocation. As a 
reward for his fidelity, God conferred upon him the 
gift of perfect chastity, which has merited for him 
the title of the "Angelic Doctor".  
 
After making his profession at Naples, he studied 
at Cologneunder the celebrated St. Albert the Great. 
Here he was nicknamed the "dumb ox" because of 
his silent ways and huge size, but he was really a 
brilliant student. At the age of twenty-two, he was 
appointed to teach in the same city. At the same 
time, he also began to publish his first works. After 
four years he was sent to Paris. The saint was then 
a priest. At the age of thirty-one, he received his 
doctorate.   

ST. MARY’S MISSION 
 

Envelopes ........................................................ $417.00 
Loose .................................................................. $65.00 
Total .................................................................. $482.00 
 

 
 God Bless You! 
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World Day of Consecrated Life Mass  
and Reception 

World Day of Consecrated Life will be celebrat-
ed with a Mass, followed by a reception, at Cor-
pus Christi Cathedral on Feb. 2, beginning at 
9:30 a.m. For more information, please contact 
Sister Annette Wagner at (361) 882-6191. 

C.C.D Classes on Wednesday, 5:30 to 6:30 pm.   
Confirmation Class - Wednesday, 7:00 - 8:00 pm.  
Call Sr. Susana at 947-4601 for more  
information. 

 
is for young adults single and married ages 19 - 39 to 
establish and maintain a relationship with Christ and 
the Church.  There will be 4 essential elements: 
1. Spiritual (Mass, Sacraments, Spiritual Enrich-

 ment) 
2. Human (socials, dinners, outings, etc.) 
3. Intellectual (Bible Study, Relationships, finances,  

 etc.) 
4. Pastoral (giving back to the community, feeding 

 the poor, visiting the Ark, etc.) 
      More information in February! 

Y OUNG 
ADULT  
MINISTRY  
(YAM) 

ADULT LAY FORMINATION  
will resume on Thursday, January 30th  

In St. Matthew Hall 
at 7 p.m.  For more information  

call the parish  
office @ 241-3249. 

ST. THOMAS AMERICAN HERITAGE 
GIRLS TROOP 0624 IS A Christ-
centered scout-type ministry for girls 
ages 5-18 years. Old.  Our mission is 
to build women of integrity through 
service to God, Family, Community 
and Country.  All girls ages 5-18 are 
invited to join.  Meetings begin in 
February and registration is ongoing.  For more infor-
mation,  call Ester Schlimper at (361) 537-9554 or email 
at corpuschristifamily@gmail.com 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 
The prayers surrounding baptism often speak 
of being “clothed in Christ,” and clothes are an 
important consideration. In ancient times, 
adults were probably baptized without any 
clothes at all, and old texts survive asking peo-
ple to leave fancy garb and jewelry behind as 
they enter the font. Baptism was typically in a 
private place, the community waited elsewhere, 
and the casting off of clothing was hardly a 
public moment, nor was it embarrassing in an-
cient cultures where privacy was largely un-
known. 
  
Nonetheless, what was left behind on one side 
of the font was replaced on the other as a white 
robe was wrapped around the newly baptized. 
It was a robe of honor, a dazzling sign of a new 
beginning for a society that valued clothing as 
a sign of personal identity. For the newly bap-
tized, a whole week in white garments was the 
rule, through the second Sunday of Easter, 
called “Sunday in Albis,” because of all the 
folks wearing their baptismal robes. 

Bishop Mulvey 
and Maria Leal at 
the Ground Break-
ing of the new hall 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS NEEDED:  Spiritual Care Depart-
ment needs Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers to distribute the 
Eucharist to patients in a hospital setting.  Those who partici-
pate in this special ministry need a caring spirit, a desire and a 
unique heart to help the sick, a deep devotion to the Eucharist 
and willing to undergo special training.  If you would like to have 
more information about this extra ordinary ministry, please call 
Elizabeth A. Mendoza, Administrative Secretary for the System 
Spiritual Care Department at 881-3616 


