St. Peter, Prince of the
Apostles Church
3901 Violet Road, Corpus Christi, TX 78410
Parish Office: 361.241.3249
Religious Education Office: 361.241.3372
www.stpeterprince.net Fax: 361.241.0533
VERY REVEREND
RAJU D. THOTTANKARA
PASTOR
REV. ERIC CHAPA
PAROCHIAL VICAR
PRIEST:
Msgr. Seamus McGowan
DEACONS:
Allen Cicora
Eluterio Farias
Brian Holden
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday: 6:00 PM
Sunday: 8:00 & 10:00 AM
12:00 PM and 6:00 PM
Confessions are heard on
Saturday from 4:30 - 5:30
PM and by
appointment.
August
18, 2013
Twentieth Sunday
Ordinary Time
St. MaryInMission

Mass, 10:00 AM

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

St. Peter, Prince of the Apostles Catholic Church
is a welcoming community dedicated to promoting
a devout life of prayer and teaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ
through living the sacraments in a spirit of generous service.
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Feb. 24 - 28 , 2021
Wednesday
6:30 pm
†James Juranek - Dee Scotka
8:00 am
†David Najvar - Carol Klepac
6:30 pm
†Gracie Garcia - Rey & Gloria Vasquez
†Amy Marie Garza - Diana Alvarado
Thursday
8:00 am
†Maggie Zapata - Juan & Mari Cabasos
Friday
8:00 am
†Poncho Sanchez - Chano Rodriguez
Saturday
6:00 pm
†Blanca Garcia - Altar & Rosary Society
Sunday
8:00 am
†Gracie Garcia - Paul Hickey
10:00 am
(St. Mary’s) Msgr. Seamus MCGowan Besinaiz Family
10:00 am
†Bernard & Pauline Neslony - Juan &
Mari Cabasos
12:00 pm
†Gradalupe M. Campos - Yolanda
Campos
†Ottie Zieger & †Don Cox - Lil & Carol
†Martha Krejci - Herb & Betty Janecek
6:00 pm
People of the Parish

St. Peter, Prince of the Apostles Parish
02/14/21
Envelopes..............................................$5,095.01
Loose ........................................................$173.32
Aid to Central & Europe Churches ..........$60.00
Online ....................................................$3,380.00
Total ......................................... $8,708.33
St. Mary’s Mission
02/14/2021
Envelopes.................................................$460.00

REPENT AND BELIEVE IN THE GOSPEL
Lent is the time of year we devote to
scrutinizing our lives in the light of our baptism into the death and resurrection of Jesus.
Today’s readings are a nice shorthand catechism of what our baptized lives mean. As Noah passed through the waters of the flood to
a covenant with God, so did we enter into a
covenant, a promised relationship with God
through our baptism.
Peter’s letter gives an explicit explanation
of what our baptism means: it is an appeal we
make to God for a clear conscience. How do
we obtain this clear conscience? The words
proclaimed by Jesus immediately following his
temptation show us the way: “Repent, and believe in the gospel” (Mark 1:15). It might be a
good spiritual exercise to keep these readings
before us throughout the entire season of
Lent, a means to help us return to a life lived
by our baptismal promises.

Total ..........................................................$460.00
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Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Online

1 Pt 5:1-4; Ps 23:1-3a, 4-6; Mt 16:13-19
Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-7, 16-19; Mt 6:7-15
Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19; Lk 11:29-32
Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8; Mt 7:7-12
Ez 18:21-28; Ps 130:1-8; Mt 5:20-26
Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8; Mt 5:43-48
Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; Ps 116:10, 15-19; Rom 8:31b-34; Mk 9:2-10

Cityof.com/goodnews
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Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Washington’s Birthday; Julian Calendar Lent begins
St. Polycarp
Mass 6:30 pm.
Mass 8:00 am. Purim (Jewish observance) begins at sunset
Mass 8:00 am. Abstinence
Confessions 4:30 - 5:30 pm. Vigil Mass 6:00 pm.
St. Gregory of Narek

FEAST OF FAITH
Seasonal Changes for the Liturgies of Lent
Today is the First Sunday of Lent. During this season of preparation for Easter, our churches look stark
and simple—no flowers at the altar, no festive banners or decorations. And our liturgies feel different, too.
The organ is quiet except to accompany the singing of the assembly. The Gloria, our Sunday song of rejoicing, is not heard except on solemnities, and we will not sing the Alleluia, our joyful acclamation of praise,
until the Easter Vigil. “Alleluia cannot always / Be our song while here below,” says an eleventh-century
hymn. “Alleluia our transgressions / Make us for a while forego; / For the solemn time is coming / When
our tears for sins must flow” (Alleluia dulce carmen, J. M. Neale, trans.).
These changes in the liturgy will catch our attention, and make us eager for the festive outpouring of joy
that will return with Easter. This year, may the stripped-away liturgies of Lent remind us to strip away what
is not essential in our lives to make space for the crucified and risen One, and thus to be ready to sing
“Alleluia” once again when Easter returns.

Clear Conscience
Usually, the first reading has something in common with the gospel. Today’s however, has more in common
with the second reading from St. Peter. They both talk about Noah and the ark, where the few good people were saved
by going through the water. Peter compares that to the waters of Baptism, in which we are saved by God. He also has
an interesting image of Jesus “preaching to the spirits in prison.” It refers to the fallen angels whose disobedience lead
the rest of the population to turn away from God. Just as God washed away the evil of the world in the waters of the
flood, so the waters of Baptism made us into a new people who have clear consciences, both because God has forgiven
our sins and because we promise to follow only Him.
That leads to the Gospel, where Jesus is tempted by Satan. But unlike the people of Noah’s time, Jesus does
not fall to the temptations. Instead, he comes out of the desert, proclaiming that the Kingdom of God is near. He tells us
to repent and believe in the good news.
That means we have a choice to make: Do we accept this kingdom and repent, or do we ignore our baptism
and do what we want? We may say that we are willing to repent, but do we do anything about it? Do we still have a
clear conscience when we think of how much time we spend getting to know Jesus? Ever pray or read the bible outside
of church? Do we spend near as much on the poor, as we do for movies, hobbies, video games, or drinks? Do we ever
tell anyone about the kingdom and what Jesus has done for us?Next time you see a rainbow, think about the covenant
that God made with Noah. Just as God’s promises get better and better till the coming of Jesus, we are challenged to be
more and more like Him. Are you satisfied with just a promise that God won’t destroy us all in a flood? Or are you ready
to live the New Covenant that Jesus promises to those who will follow him?

Your ways, O Lord, make known to me;
teach me your paths.
—Psalm 25:4

February 2021
by Bishop Michael Mulvey, Diocese of Corpus Christi
"You have but one teacher and you are all brothers" (Mt 23:8) is the title of the message issued by Pope Francis for the World Day of the Sick. In his message the Holy
Father encourages a trust-based relationship with the sick and the nurturing of the integral human healing.
The World Day of the Sick is celebrated every year on February 11, the memorial of
Our Lady of Lourdes. As never before in our lifetime, we are witnessing physical pain
and suffering, anguish and despair, the result of a pandemic that came to us without
warning. And yet, amidst so much suffering, we also have seen the sacrifice and
commitment of many who care for those who are sick and most vulnerable. Our lives
have been touched by these signs of compassion and love.
Let us approach this special time of prayer that the World Day of the sick offers us
with hope and with the realization that we all are creatures dependent on God and
with an inherent need of others.
Today, I want to recognize the generosity and dedication of doctors, nurses,
healthcare workers, volunteers, support staff, priests, men and women religious who
have assisted, treated, comforted and served the sick and their families with professionalism, compassion and self-giving.

